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system more. What are his priorities?
Secretary Denis McDonough was sup-
posed to fix the VA. So what is his first
major action? Spending millions in di-
verting resources from our service-con-
nected veterans for nonservice-con-
nected issues. We are bankrupting this
Nation chasing the far left progressive
wish list.

Again, I will say, as a physician, I am
very sympathetic to those that deal
with gender dysphoria. I truly do. They
face many challenges in life, but cos-
metic surgical interventions on the
backs of taxpayers is not the answer.
Congressional duties are about setting
priorities. I ask the Biden administra-
tion to reassess their priorities.

————

HONORING AMELIA BROWN
WILSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to report
some very sad news that late last week
Kentucky lost a champion, and my
congressional office lost a friend and a
true warrior with the passing of our be-
loved field representative, Amelia
Brown Wilson, at the young age of 39.

Amelia was born and raised in Mon-
roe County. Like me, she graduated
from Monroe County High School and
her family and my family go back
many generations through Monroe
County.

Amelia was someone that I noticed
coming up along the public school sys-
tem as someone who was going to be a
future superstar, someone who had
class, who had brains, who had a work
ethic, who had charisma. And I fol-
lowed Amelia through her educational
career. Amelia’s older sister Kelly and
I played ball together on the varsity
girls’ and boys’ basketball team of
Monroe County. We also went to West-
ern Kentucky University at the same
time. Amelia obviously was a little
younger.

Amelia went to the University of
Kentucky because she was the biggest
University of Kentucky fan in the his-
tory of Kentucky. She got three de-
grees from the University of Kentucky.
I don’t know anyone else that can say
that. Amelia got her bachelor’s degree,
her master’s degree, and her Ph.D. all
from the University of Kentucky.

Amelia worked right out of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky in the Cooperative
Extension Service as the family con-
sumer scientist for Fayette County,
which is Lexington, Kentucky, for
many years.

Amelia and I always kept in touch,
and I knew she was someone with a
very bright future.

But while Amelia was at University
of Kentucky, she had to receive a liver
transplant, and she went through that
battle. And for the 20 years after her
liver transplant she battled sickness
almost daily, but you would never
know that because Amelia always had
a positive attitude.
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Amelia was one of the kindest, most
sincere people that you would ever
meet. Amelia is someone that everyone
who met her loved her, respected her,
and was inspired by her, especially if
they heard her story.

Amelia was very active in the Ken-
tucky Organ Donor Program. She was a
spokesperson for that program and
gave speeches around the State and got
thousands and thousands of people to
sign up on the back of their Kentucky
driver’s license to be a Kentucky organ
donor.

So we will never know how many
lives Amelia saved because of her testi-
mony and her story that she would de-
liver all over Kentucky.
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When I was elected Commissioner of
Agriculture in Kentucky, I asked
Amelia to come join me at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and be my Ken-
tucky Director of Agriculture Tourism.
She did that.

Madam Speaker, I had about 275 em-
ployees. I can say with confidence that
Amelia was the most popular employee
in the Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture. Everybody loved her. And
when I got elected to Congress in 2016,
Amelia followed me. She was the one
employee who I asked to go from the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture
in Frankfort, Kentucky, with me to
create my new field office in Madison-
ville, Kentucky. Amelia was my field
representative for the mnorthwestern
part of the First Congressional District
of Kentucky.

Madam Speaker, every county judge
and every mayor—every elected offi-
cial—Democrat and Republican—in
those counties worked with Amelia, re-
spected Amelia, loved Amelia, and are
saddened by the tragic loss of Amelia’s
life this past week.

I can’t say that I have ever met a
person who was more sincere and more
inspiring than Amelia Wilson. She is a
Christian. She is someone who lived a
purpose-driven life, and she is someone
who we will all greatly miss.

Heaven gained an angel last week
with Amelia Brown Wilson. Our pray-
ers go out to her husband, Allen; and
her mother, Sarah Faye; and her sis-
ters, Kellie and Keri Jo.

———————

SECOND AMENDMENT IS
ESSENTIAL ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, it
is always unconstitutional for govern-
ment to restrict the rights of law-abid-
ing gun owners, but to do so in the
midst of a crisis is especially uncon-
scionable.

Unfortunately, Governors across the
country, including Washington’s Jay
Inslee, has used the COVID-19 pan-
demic as justification to disregard the
Founders’ intent to preserve this right,
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excluding those in the firearms indus-
try from essential worker designations.

Denying Federal firearms licensees
the ability to operate under essential
worker designations not only infringes
on the Second Amendment rights of
Americans, but also recklessly ties the
hands of our law enforcement officers
who require access to these tools to en-
sure the safety of our communities.

The Homeland Security Act of 2002
establishes guidelines for States re-
garding who should constitute critical
infrastructure workers in the event of
a natural disaster, an act of terrorism,
or other man-made disaster.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,
we have often referred to these individ-
uals as ‘“‘essential workers.” Likewise,
the USA Patriot Act defines critical in-
frastructure as systems and assets so
vital to the United States that the in-
capacity or destruction of such system
and assets would have a debilitating
impact on security, national economic
security, national public health or
safety, or any combination of those
matters.

The Founders were clear in their
drafting of the Second Amendment
that the right to bear arms is nec-
essary to the security of a free State.
In other words, the Second Amendment
is essential to our system of govern-
ment.

While essential worker designations
have been arbitrarily decided and en-
forced from the outset, forcibly shut-
ting the doors of those who enabled
Americans to exercise their Second
Amendment rights is obviously moti-
vated by a radical anti-gun agenda.

There is no question that the fire-
arms industry is vital to the security
of the American people. The rights of
Americans, including the rights to
keep and bear arms, are no less essen-
tial during a state of emergency. In
fact, the right to defend one’s self and
one’s home is most essential during a
state of emergency. States of emer-
gency merit our heightened vigilance
to protect against unnecessary and un-
constitutional government outreach.

In 2020, Americans sought to exercise
their Second Amendment right so they
could have peace of mind during a tur-
bulent time. As demand rose, Ameri-
cans faced delays due to the unconsti-
tutional shutdowns imposed by Gov-
ernors across the country.

That is why I introduced the Second
Amendment is Essential Act. This leg-
islation protects law-abiding citizens’
ability to exercise their Second
Amendment rights and prevents future
anti-gun restrictions that restrict law-
ful access to firearms in times of emer-
gency.

This act will classify, by law, the
firearms industry as a critical infra-
structure sector and those it employs
as essential workers by amending the
Homeland Security Act of 2002, and the
USA Patriot Act of 2001.

Firearms manufacturers and dealers
should not be forcibly closed by gov-
ernment in a time when demand for
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their products is high, and law-abiding
citizens should never have any of their
constitutional rights restricted.

This legislation will ensure the Sec-
ond Amendment can be freely enjoyed
by Americans when they need it most:
in times of crisis.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
legislation and ensuring that the con-
stitutional rights of our fellow Ameri-
cans are protected.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CASE) at 2 p.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, hear our prayers for those
for whom, not just yesterday, but every
day is PTSD Awareness Day. We lift up
our voices on behalf of those who strive
to endure the constant echoes of their
trauma: military veterans, survivors of
abuse, people who serve within these
very buildings, and countless others
who have walked through the
firestorms of doubt and danger, the un-
resolved anguish that is post-traumatic
stress.

Like the prophet Habakkuk, we la-
ment the unheard cries, the unrelent-
ing fear, the ongoing inner strife, and
the withdrawal from any form of life-
giving community.

God speak Your word to those who
are so overwhelmed that they accuse
You of silence.

God, do not be indifferent to the suf-
fering of those who, they themselves,
have lost all sense of feeling.

God reveal Your justice in the tor-
ment of the innocent.

Lord God, we lay our unresolved
questions and our unrequited faith be-
fore You. Be our strength and guide our
steps that they who grieve would once
again be able to find hope.

0O, God of our salvation, we lift our
prayers to You.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
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NEWHOUSE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. NEWHOUSE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Friday, June 25, 2021:

S. 409, to provide for the availability
of amounts for customer education ini-
tiatives and non-awards expenses of
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion Whistleblower Program, and for
other purposes;

S. 1340, to amend title 28, United
States Code, to redefine the eastern
and middle judicial districts of North
Carolina.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 28, 2021, at 9:17 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 272.

That the Senate passed S. 1095.

That the Senate passed S. 1662.

That the Senate passed S. 2255.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2441.

Appointments:

Congressional-Executive Commission on
the People’s Republic of China.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
RESPONDED ON JANUARY 6, 2021

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the
House will not be in session on July 6,
so I am taking a moment now to com-
memorate the 6 months since the at-
tack on our democracy. It happened
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right here at the United States Capitol.
Right here outside these doors where
we are standing today.

I thank the U.S. Capitol Police, the
D.C. Metropolitan Police, the National
Guard, and all the Federal police agen-
cies that responded on January 6, 2021.

Six months later we have not forgot-
ten your bravery, we have not forgot-
ten your sacrifice, and we thank you.

———

RECOGNIZING BRAD SAWATZKE

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Brad Sawatzke, who
is retiring as CEO of Energy North-
west.

A leader to his core, Brad has been an
invaluable member of the Tri-Cities
community and has led Energy North-
west into the future with vision, enthu-
siasm, and determination.

I had the pleasure to know Brad, and
his impressive resume merits recogni-
tion.

To earn money during college, Brad
began his nuclear career as a janitor,
and over four decades his hard work re-
sulted in numerous leadership posi-
tions. Brad now retires at the pinnacle
of his industry. What could better em-
body the American Dream than a ca-
reer where grit and merit are so rightly
rewarded?

During his tenure, Columbia Gener-
ating Station became one of the top-
performing nuclear plants in the coun-
try, and the company is leading in
clean energy innovation by spear-
heading the deployment of advanced
nuclear technologies.

I thank Brad and his wife, Kim, for
their many contributions to Wash-
ington State, and I wish them the best
in this new, well-earned chapter of
their lives.

———
RECOGNIZING LAURA GARCIA

(Ms. HERRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HERRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Laura Garcia for
being named Teacher of the Year by
the New Mexico Association of Non-
public Schools.

Throughout her 12-year career at
Gateway Christian School in Roswell,
Laura has been instrumental in edu-
cating many students and instilling in
them the importance of service before
self.

I applaud Laura for her working hard
every day to build up our future lead-
ers and give them the confidence and
values they need to find their own suc-
cess. Mr. Speaker, I thank Laura for
her dedication to her students and her
diligence in her work.

Our teachers are crucial in the trans-
fer of knowledge and wisdom to future
generations. Great teachers like Laura
build strong leaders and strong char-
acter. An educated nation is a knowl-
edgeable nation, and a knowledgeable
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